Clinical efficiency of Epigam in patients with exacerbation of peptic ulcer disease of the stomach and duodenum.
Clinical efficiency and safety of Epigam containing antibodies to histamine in ultralow doses were studied during the therapy of patients with exacerbation of peptic ulcer disease of the stomach and duodenum associated with Helicobacter pylori infection. We examined 20 patients (18-50 years) with ulcerative lesions of the mucosal layer in the stomach and duodenum and H. pylori infection. Epigam (1 tablet, 6 times a day) or H2 receptor blocker ranitidine (150 mg, 2 times a day) were given in combination with amoxicillin (500 mg, 3 times a day, 14 days) and metronidazole (500 mg, 2 times a day, 14 days) for 28 days. The efficiency of treatment was determined before and 1, 2, 3, and 4 weeks after the start of therapy. The symptoms of peptic ulcer disease and time of ulcer healing underwent similar changes in patients of both groups. However, after ranitidine therapy pain syndrome disappeared more rapidly than in patients receiving Epigam. Epigam did not cause undesirable side effects. Our results indicate that Epigam is an efficient and safe preparation that may be used for combination therapy of patients with peptic ulcer disease of the stomach and duodenum.